BRIGHTSTART MONTESSORI NURSERY CHARGING POLICY

Early Education Funding is intended to cover the cost to deliver 15 or 30 hours per week of
high quality, flexible childcare only. It is not intended to cover the cost of meals, other
consumables, additional hours or additional services.

Our Chargeable Extras include:

Services and Activities: Life cycle supplies (e.g. bulbs, seeds, compost, caterpillars, frogspawn)
Ingredients for cooking activities. Hire cost of Atrium Theatre for Nativity Performance. Sports
Day medals. Leavers’ medals.

Food consumables: Snack during morning and afternoon sessions

Non-food consumables: Suncream, “extra” craft supplies, Tapestry subscription, devices for
staff to record online observations, repairs and replacement of Nursery equipment e.g.
activities, books, furniture etc., toiletries, PPL PRS music licence subscription.

The following fees apply when families claim a funded entitlement as part of childcare
arrangement —

Fees

Additional hours not funded by Early Education Funding will be charged at the current hourly
rate. The hourly rate for 2025/26 academic year is £7.50 per hour. This rate increases slightly
each September.

Families must provide a packed lunch for their child if they attend lunch sessions.

Chargeable Extras

Chargeable Extras will be charged at flat rate of £12 per week per child for children receiving
up to 20 funded hours per week. For children receiving 20 funded hours per week, the weekly
charge is £24.

Chargeable Extras will be waived for families receiving Universal Credit who have a household
income of £15,400 a year or less after tax, not including benefit payments. Parents should
provide a copy of a recent UC letter along with their National Insurance Number and Date of
Birth, to avoid receiving an invoice.

Parents/carers may choose to opt out of paying the Chargeable Extras. Please speak with the
Nursery Manager to discuss the alternative options available.

Other charges —

* Deposit (refundable) — A deposit of £50 will be charged to secure a place at Brightstart. For
funded only children, the fee will be deducted from the Chargeable Extras on the first term’s
invoice. The deposit will not be returned where a place is no longer required.

* Retainer Fee — A fee of £20 per week will secure your child’s place where an extended
absence is longer than two weeks (during term time.)

* Registration Fee — A registration fee is not charged.

Brightstart Montessori Nursery Charging Policy, version 2025b Page 1



BRIGHTSTART MONTESSORI NURSERY CHARGING POLICY

* Late Payments — a £20 fee will be charged when a payment is not paid by the due date
shown on the termly invoice.

* Late Collection — This fee will be charged when a child is not collected on time at the end of
their session. (£20 per half hour to cover extra staffing costs to supervise the child.)

All fees will be charged unless specific arrangements have been agreed and whilst a childcare
contract remains in place. Families wishing to terminate their childcare contract must provide
6 weeks’ notice in writing to the Nursery Manager. Any funding entitlement claimed beyond
the notice period is transferable to your new childcare provider via the local authority, where
the funding criteria is met.

Where a child leaves the setting before the end of the agreed notice period, we will seek
authorisation from the local authority to claim any funding applicable to your entitlement up
to the end of the notice period, together with any additional fees which formed part of your
childcare arrangement (contract).

Our fees are reviewed annually in September. Families will be given at least 6 weeks’ notice
in writing to inform them of any change, and given the opportunity to discuss their options
with the Nursery Manager.

Where a time lapse has occurred between the point of enquiry and their child’s start date,
families should check that the information shared about funding and fees remains current on
our website so that any applicable charges can be checked / finalised before the childcare
arrangement (contract) is formalised.

The funded entitlements will be delivered consistently so that all children accessing any of
them will receive the same quality and access to provision.

Parents will not be charged a “top-up” fee to recoup the difference between the amount
received from the Local Authority and the current hourly rate.

All families will be issued an invoice near the start of each term unless their balance equals
zero. Families may pay the invoice in full or in three instalments.

The invoice will be itemised to provide clear and transparent information concerning the
charges as agreed in the childcare contract. It will allow parents/carers to see that the funding
entitlement is received and to understand the additional fees that have been applied.

This policy was discussed and agreed in July 2025 It will be reviewed on an annual basis.
The next review will be no later than July 2026.
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